Stephen by El-Roeiy, Lynn
Digital Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange
Oral Histories Community Voices of the Native American IndianCenter of Central Ohio
4-1-2012
Stephen
Lynn El-Roeiy
Follow this and additional works at: https://digital.kenyon.edu/communityvoices_oralhistory
Part of the Oral History Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Community Voices of the Native American Indian Center of Central Ohio at Digital
Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in Oral Histories by an authorized administrator of Digital
Kenyon: Research, Scholarship, and Creative Exchange. For more information, please contact noltj@kenyon.edu.
Recommended Citation
El-Roeiy, Lynn, "Stephen" (2012). Oral Histories. Paper 5.
https://digital.kenyon.edu/communityvoices_oralhistory/5
 
Raymond Roach – “Stephen”  
Interviewed by Lynn El-Roeiy 
April 1, 2012 
 
Commentary and Reaction 
 The most significant lesson I gained from conducting and producing this oral 
history project is seeing how early patterns and habits in a person’s life, such as belief in 
prayer and traditional customs, affect his or her long-term goals and life’s path.  Stephen 
explained that his mother instilled an extremely devout belief in the power of prayer in 
both him and his siblings from a very young age.  Throughout the interview, he 
constantly returned to the subject of prayer as a universal tool of salvation and strength 
for all human beings, regardless of ethnicity or appearance.  Stephen’s intensity in his 
desire to spread a more fervent attitude towards prayer in his community is indicative of 
the role it has played in his upbringing and adulthood.  Although he never explicitly 
described particular instances of hardship in his life, I could see the strength prayer had 
given him in desperate situations – brought him safely and steadily into the present 
moment.  He also emphasized prayer as a common thread amongst the diverse tapestry 
that is the population of the United States of America.  Stephen found prayer to be a 
mediator between mainstream cultures and marginalized ethnicities, bridging the gap 
between superficial differences such as socioeconomic standing, appearance, and level of 
education.   
 Another notable theme throughout the interview was Stephen’s feelings of 
discontent and disrespect towards to United States government, a structure that has 
continuously denied Native Americans of ample reputation or rights.  He stated that it is a 
widespread misconception that Native Americans receive subsidized benefits such as 
healthcare and housing from the federal aid program, as most of them pay with their lives 
for meager rewards.  Stephen explained the raging issue of alcohol and drug abuse 
throughout Indian reservations as a coping mechanism for being subjected to 
unemployment, poor educational standards, and an overall equal lifestyle to those of 
White Americans.  A facet of the interview that I found to be most interesting was 
Stephen’s explanation for his entry into the profession of a security guard.  He stated that 
he was intrigued by the level of power it provided for its workers and was pleased with 
the notion that he could help empower others to make positive decisions in their lives.  I 
was tempted to ask if his desire to exhibit power over others was derived from his 
constant subjection to the higher power of the U.S. government, such as being sent away 
to boarding school and being raised on an impoverished reservation.   
 Stephen raised the point of Native Americans being used by the media as a 
scapegoat for mockery of other cultures, as few Native Americans have the power to 
speak out against discrimination or inaccurate portrayals of their sacred customs.  He felt 
that there was a widespread trend of hypocrisy among those who claimed to be 
proponents of Native American rights, such as Jane Fonda, between their professed 
beliefs and their actions.  Stephen’s anger over this controversy is further reflected in his 
repeated reference to the lack of representation in political and social affairs by authentic 
Native Americans.  I noticed his urgency for Native Americans to establish themselves as 
	  
an independent, cohesive entity in major political ways; his push for change was 
enhanced by his knowledge that the Native American population is quickly dwindling 
and is at risk of disappearing altogether – a fate he does not want to meet in the near 
future.  
 Finally, Stephen made one of his most thoughtful contributions in the concluding 
portion of the interview, in which he stated that he believed all citizens of the United 
States have a percentage – no matter how minimal – of Native American blood within 
their heritage.  I find his suggestion that the spirit and traditions of Native Americans is 
preserved within human beings of all ethnicities, backgrounds, and beliefs to be 
especially intriguing, as most Native American activists discourage the practice of Native 
American traditions outside of reservations or under the supervision of white shamans.  
Stephen truly enlightened my perspective of contemporary Native American life and 
provided me with a genuine example of an earnest, deeply spiritual individual who strives 
to make a difference in the lives of others through the spread of prayer and disregard of 
aesthetic diversity.   
 
Transcript 
Raymond Roach and Valerie Martini (“Stephen” and “Anne”) 
 
Early Childhood and Ancestry  
As it relates to me, on my mom’s side, Chief ? from Pine Ridge…that’s her 
relative.  On my dad’s side, his mom is related to Sitting Bull whose other name is White 
Eyes.  She was Jenny White Eyes.  And where they were born on Standing Rock Indian 
Reservation along the Grand River where Sitting Bull was born.  That’s where they all 
had land together, so you know how closely related they are because they have land right 
next to each other a couple miles up and down the river.  So, that’s how closely related I 
am to Sitting Bull on my dads side through my grandma.  And the other one, my mom – 
Chief ? 
 
Education 
Growing up, I went to…started out in a…it’s a boarding school – St. Joseph’s 
Indian school in Chamberlain, South Dakota and the rest of my older brother and sisters 
also went to St. Joseph’s Indian School.  (Lynn) So you were separated from your 
family?  Yeah, nine months out of the year.  (Lynn) Was that difficult?  It was safe, for 
what was going on at the time.  (Lynn) From what age were you sent to this school?  
What year?  (Lynn)What age?  Second grade.  Second, third, fourth, fifth, failed the fifth, 
then sixth, seventh, eighth, failed the ninth…dropped out, got my GED.   
 
Religious Upbringing and Background 
My mom was both not only traditional but also Christian.  She knew the traditions 
very well.  All my sisters say that they wish they had paid closer attention to her because, 
you know, she knew quite a bit.  And to put onto that, we are from the Minnecoujou tribe 
on the Cheyenne river.  There are four tribes…the Minnecoujou, Sihasapa, Itazipco, 
Oohenumpa.  Those are the four major tribes on our reservation alone.  The Minnecoujou 
traditionally were the only ones allowed to go into the Black Hills and pray, to go to these 
	  
places they call sacred and pray.  And that was all on my mom’s side. I can see why she 
was such a spiritual person.  I mean she was so spiritual that I was about maybe nine or 
ten, a tornado coming at our house directly in the way back home at South Dakota.  And 
she burned some sage, said some prayers, took all us kids outside, told us to hold hands 
and pray.  She threw whatever it was she burnt towards the tornado – the tornado stopped, 
went out this way through the town of Eaglebutte, wiped out buildings and stuff, come 
back around, stopped in the line it was going on the south side of the house and so you 
know the power of prayer.  The power of prayer is best in anything. You don’t have to be 
Christian, you don’t have to be traditional, you just have to be a good person. 
 
Professional Life  
Well I’m a security officer.  I would say since 1985.  I guess it was the excitement 
to be able to have the chance to rule over somebody – control them.  There’s really no 
control, just how they think.  You’ve got to get them to think the good way…they’ll be 
okay.  But if they need a little coaxing, that’s where your security comes in. 
 
Marriage and Relationships 
We met in September.  We’ve been together everyday and I love her.  She’s 
special in my heart. 
 
Initial Involvement with NAICCO 
I would say…I was a little hesitant…back in 1993.  
 
Reason for Involvement with NAICCO 
Well, being from the reservation where you’re used to growing up seeing things 
as “Indian”, you want to go and see and find out if they’re really Indians.  There are some 
Indians and some aren’t Indians so it’s kind of questionable but that’s when I started 
coming. A place to come - Native American Indian Center of Central Ohio.  Being from a 
reservation when you hear of things – Native American Indian Center – you’re expecting 
to see Native American Indians.  Much is the same with other Indian centers like in 
Oregon and other cities, you expect to see Indians.  So far its been okay.  They’ve been 
successful – they’ve had their ups and downs and still they’re struggling, but we’re still 
here. 
 
Ideas for Improvement Within NAICCO 
My thing is that if they would have maybe gatherings once a week or every other 
week.  Now that I live in Ohio, we can come down and share what we do.  I guess 
education.  Not only non-Indian but also traditions - where they come from.  You know, 
Lakota…or whatever tribe they’re from.  Basically now, a lot of people know a lot of 
Lakota ways because they’ve experienced it and had experience with the sweat lodge and 
the sun dance, but that’s good because at least they’re getting in touch with something 
that brings spirituality into their lives. 
 
We could use a nice complex – five blocks.  Its hard to dream that big but some 
place that would be the mainstay not only for the Indians local throughout Ohio but also 
the Indians who come from reservations and stuff to be able to be comfortable and able to 
	  
see what’s going on, to take part, enjoy themselves.  Not feel subjected to being put on 
the spot like they did back in the days of the wild west shows with Buffalo Bill Cody – 
put on the spot and getting out there and having rotten food thrown at you because you 
didn’t cluster in and they hated you and that’s what they experienced.    
 
Role in NAICCO Community 
My role here in the community – I serve on the board on Tyron’s project…circle 
of…I forget the last name. 
 
Feelings Towards U.S. Government  
I’m a ward of the government.  They have my tax number.  So far as “free things” 
that people think we get, we don’t get, it’s not free, you pay with your life.  Its supposed 
to be guaranteed, supposed to be provided for as long as the grass grows and the rivers 
flow.  Today, nothing is free.  We’re subjected to poverty because they don’t want to live 
up to their side.  The only thing we have is our prayers, that’s it. 
 
Today there are no politicians in the whole united states government that will 
stick up for Indian people. None. Why? Because of the millions of people who vote to put 
them in.  So, you know who has the final say – the biggest populous states like Ohio, 
California, Florida, New York.  In South Dakota, our population  - you could barely 
almost fill Cincinnati - that’s how big the state is. 
 
What “American Indian” Means as an Identity 
It means that our people are still here – we are not dead, we are not fictitious 
characters like some people like to think.  We don’t live in teepees like they see in the 
pictures.  We have lives just like they do.  For my relatives on the reservation, they 
struggle more because there are no jobs.  They struggle more because as an Indian, the 
easiest way out is Indian. So they run to alcohol. There’s a 99% alcohol problem on the 
reservation.  Now you take a politician, where does he get his sources from? They don’t 
give it out.  They don’t want to put that out there because it’ll make them look bad.  
That’s the politician. Our people understand this, they know it and so the best thing that 
they can do to help each other out on their families on the reservation or off the 
reservation – prayer.  The power of prayer.  Need help, talk to the creator.  People even 
argue about that.  Well, that’s not our God. Wait a minute, God is the creator. God 
is…there’s only one God.  Just because you have all these different religious factions 
doesn’t make it all these different gods.  No.  They all pray to the same Gad.  They don’t 
like to hear that. They just have different names for Him. God is God.  You don’t try to 
figure out God because he’ll throw you through a loop.  If people would sit down, take 
five or ten minutes out of their lives every day and pray for themselves, pray for people, 
pray for things going on in their lives things will gradually get better. They don’t realize 
that.  They thing, I gotta go to church. Go to church.  Why?  Because that person will 
speak for you – all you have to do is sit there and listen.  That’s not getting closer to God.  
When God made us, He made us all – this whole world – free thinkers.  When God made 
us, He made us good people.  Who created evil?  The white man, the person.  There was 
too much good in the world so they had to create something that would pull everyone 
away from good. We wouldn’t be here where we are today.  They wouldn’t have to go 
	  
through all those battles and wars throughout history, even before Christ – they don’t 
realize that. But now you’ve got billions of people, and out of those billions of people 
you only have only a small percentage and that small percentage is what’s keeping this 
world here as it is in tact but it’s a struggle because they’re still messing it up.  He put us 
here to protect this earth, not to use it, not to abuse it, not to create havoc for other people.  
We’re all related.  Skin does not matter.  Where we come from does not matter.  Our 
heart beats the same.  Our blood is red.  We’re free thinkers. 
 
Feelings Towards Portrayal of American Indians by Media 
They poke fun at everything, you know?  They tell jokes.  They do that.  Just to 
get somebody riled up and cause havoc for the Indian people.  Why don’t they do it to 
their own race? They don’t.  Because they won’t be here much longer.  But the Indian 
people, no one will speak up for us.  If they do it the correct way, the proper way - they 
say this is to honor so and so. No, you need to really dig into it.  If you’re going to call 
the Miami Redskins, “Redskins”, you need to take the Redskins out and call them the 
Miami Indians or the Miami - how do I say – aboriginals, or something like that but not 
the Redskins.  We’re not red, do I look red?  So they changed their name, which is good.  
Or the Fighting Illini.  They’ll never get rid of that guy that comes out and dances and 
prances around and all that.  They’ll never get rid of him.  Why?  Because you have these 
alumni who are so deeply involved – they have the money, they have the say so, they run 
that college.  No they’ll never…same way with the Atlanta Braves doing the Tomahawk 
chant.  Here you have one of the most famous persons, Jane Fonda, up there who is a 
person who stuck up for Indian rights up there doing the Tomahawk chant with Ted 
Turner…so its two sides. 
 
Concluding Thoughts  
One last thought – the people of the United States of America, for the past two 
hundred years. They don’t realize that during those 200 years, they attracted some type of 
American Indian DNA.  And so, that has filtered down to now so that there may be 95% 
non-Indian and the other 5% - there is Indian DNA in there somewhere.  (Lynn) So 
everybody is connected in some way.   
 
 
